WISE Quick Guide: Downloading SPSS Data from ICPSR

A few preliminary notes:

· For a full, comprehensive tutorial, see the Data Use Tutorial created by ICPSR.
· You may not be allowed to access some data if you are not affiliated with member institutions.
· If you are a first-time user, you will be required to complete a registration questionnaire before you can download data.
· You will receive files in “ZIP” format.  To decompress these files, you will need a program such as WINZIP, downloadable at http://www.winzip.com.

Searching for your data:

1) On the ICPSR homepage (http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/index.html), locate the search box and make sure the “Data Holdings” box is checked.

2) Type “drinking and driving” in the search box and click “Search”.

3) Among the search results will be Study No. 9599 “Drinking and Driving: A Survey of Licensed Drivers in the United States, 1986”. To obtain the dataset click on “download”.

Downloading the data and related files from ICPSR:

4) Downloading is a multi-step process:
a. First select the type of file you would like to download. For our example, select ASCII Data File + SPSS Setup Files. (Alternatively, you may select SPSS Portable and then follow the steps in this Quick Guide up till Step 6, where you may open the file directly in SPSS).

b. Next select the specific datasets you would like to download.  For our example, select only the set labeled “DS1.”

c. Click “Add to Data Cart” and wait until the data file is added to your cart. 

d. In Step 4, you can review the contents of the Data Cart (optional but recommended). 

e. Finally, click “Download Data Cart” (downloading may take some time depending on your connection speed and the size of the data file). 

5) a.
Click “Open” in “File Download” window (you may have to do this several times).

b. On the desktop create a new folder for the downloaded files by right-clicking and then selecting “New (Folder” in the pop-up menu.  Name this folder (e.g., “ICPSR data”) and open it.

c. In the WinZip window, select all files and drag them into this newly created folder on the desktop.

Preparing/Opening the data in SPSS:

6) a.
Open SPSS.  If you have downloaded the SPSS Portable version of the data (.por file), you may directly open that file to view the data.  Otherwise, you will have to modify a syntax (.sps) file to export data from a text (.txt) file into SPSS and assign variable labels and values (see steps below).

b. Click “File ( Open ( Syntax” to open a syntax file.  Locate the syntax file (.sps) in the folder you have just created. The file is named “09559-0001-SPSS_setup.sps”. Select the file and click “Open”.

c. ICPSR syntax files have instructions at the beginning of the file that are specific to that file telling you which terms need to be replaced with the location (i.e., path) and name of the text file that contains the data. 
· In this example, you will need to replace file-specification which is found in the line that reads:  DATA LIST FILE="file-specification" /  (see the following steps)


· In some other date files, you may have to replace data-filename in the following line of syntax: FILE HANDLE DATA / NAME="data-filename".
d. Locate the data text file titled “09599-0001-Data.txt” in the folder you have created on the desktop. Right click on the file and click “Properties”. 

e. Under the heading “Location” you will see the location of the file (e.g. C:\Documents and Settings\Desktop\ICPSR data").   Highlight the entire location name by scrolling to the right; copy it to the clipboard (CTRL-C) and click “OK” in the Properties window.  
f. In the SPSS syntax file, paste it over file-specification (CTRL-V).  Be sure to replace the term, but keep the double quote marks.

g. Add a backslash “ \ ” to the end of the location, inside the quote marks.  The modified syntax line should now look similar to this: 


DATA LIST FILE="C:\Documents and Settings\Desktop\ICPSR data\" /                    

h. In the newly created folder, with the data text file (09599-0001-Data.txt) already selected, click on it once to highlight its name and copy this to the clipboard (CTRL-C).  
i. In the SPSS syntax file, paste this name to the right of the backslash you added to the directory location.  Add the extension “.txt” to the name if it is not already there.  The modified line should now look similar to: DATA LIST FILE="C:\Documents and Settings\Desktop\ICPSR data\09599-0001-Data.txt" /
j. Within the SPSS syntax file, click “Run ( All”. You will likely have to wait several seconds while SPSS read in the data. 

k. If you see variable names in the header (and “Transformations Pending” in the status bar at the bottom of SPSS) but no data in the Data View window, the data may not appear until you run a procedure on some data variable, such as Analyze (  Descriptive Statistics ( Descriptives….
Congratulations, you have downloaded ICPSR data!

PAGE  
1
http://wise.cgu.edu; wise@cgu.edu
Revised: July 20, 2009


